164.   LETTER TO THE PRESS1

June 19, 1925

1^ is due to the public for me to   tell them that  Shrimati

tfasanti Devi Das has had enormous strain put upon her ever since

the death of her great husband.  During the two  days  I have

been watching the continuous strain of mourners coming to her.

Her unfailing good nature will not permit her to say 'no' to any-

body.   The result today has been an almost utter collapse. The

public should know that she has a very weak constitution and she

suffers from a weak heart.   It is her wonderful courage that is

keeping her up during the crisis that has overtaken her in common

with the nation.  But even under normal circumstances it would

not be possible for even a healthy person to bear the strain of

visitors coming in from morning 'till late at night.   After much

persuasion she has permitted me to regulate the time for receiving

visitors and after consultation with friends including her medical

advisers I have suggested with her consent 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. for

receiving visitors.   May I respectfully urge all those who may

wish to see the stricken lady to do so during the hours mentioned.

If this  request is respected,  it will be possible  to avert what

threatens to be a complete collapse.

May I ask the vernacular Press to translate this note?

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: S.N. 10592

165.   CHITTARANJAN DAS

*

June 20, 1925

A giant among men has fallen* Bengal is like a widow today.
A critic of the Deshbandhu remarked to me some weeks agoa
"I find fault with him, it is true, but I must candidly confess to
you that we have absolutely no one to replace him." When I
related the anecdote at the meeting at Khulna where I first heard
the stunning news, Acharya Ray exclaimed, "It is but too true. If
I could tell who can take Rabindranath's place as a poet, I could

1 The message, released to the Press from Calcutta, is in Gandhiji's ovm
handwriting.